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What? Where? When? ...
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' Because am’t nobody happy
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Basic Rules
 Treat as two separate committees

« “Reasonable” Notice
 Stick to Conferenceable Items

 Reportis a simple yes or no vote -
NO floor amendments

* Public Testimony not necessary
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meaking the Rules

What are the consequences?
Setting Precedent!

It is unlikely that breaking Uniform Rules will
adversely affect your bill in the long run

meaking the Rules

Questions to consider:

Why does the rule exist?

What process or group is it protecting?
How does it help?

Who does it hurt/disenfranchise?

Can we accomplish the goals without it?
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meaking the Rules

If you must:
 Suspend the fewest rules.
« Try to honor the intent.

* Clearly explain so that the precedent is narrow
and members and public understand.
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Three Types of Conference Committees:

1. Conference Committee

2. Conference Committee with Limited
Powers of Free Conference

3. Free Conference Committee

Conference Committee - multiple choice

Choose between conferenceable sections
of final house and senate bills.

Entire bill section as it appeared in one of
the final bills must be included verbatim.
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What is conferenceable?

v' A section that is different in the final bills.

v' A section that was in one bill but not in the
other.

What is NOT conferenceable?

x [ldentical in both final bills -
cannot be removed and must be
included verbatim.

x  Did not appear in either final bill -
cannot be added.
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Conference Committee with Limited Powers
of Free Conference - it’s complicated

Choose between conferenceable sections
of final house and senate bills.

Presiding Officers can grant the power
to amend specific conferenceable items.

Limited to amending those sections
for which powers have been granted.

Free Conference Committee - choose your
own adventure

Can contain any language that is “germane,”
which has been very broadly interpreted.

Simply: can rewrite the whole bill as long as it
still meets Constitutional single subject rule.

Created by Juli Lucky 7



1 will adopt Best Practices
T will adopt Best Practic

T will adogt Best Prac

T will adopt Best Practices
T will adopt Best Practices
1 will adogt Best Practices
T will adogt Best Practices
1 will adopt Best Fractices
1 will adopt Best Practices
I will adopt Best Practices
I will adopt Best Practices
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Know your bill and don’t rush!

Know the sticking points and players.

Identify a path forward - figure out
the powers needed, preferably before
the committee is appointed.

A person can only serve on one
conference committee for a bill.

Better to take a moment to figure
it out than get left out at the end.
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Know where you’re going!

Requests for Limited Powers must be in
. writing and specific.

Report is an up or down vote on the floor;
5 no amendments or “last-minute” fixes.

Therefore, conference committees tend to
be tightly scripted and the path forward
* should be decided before the meeting.

Whenever possible, use a CS!

Allowing folks to read the
changes IN CONTEXT 4
avoids misunderstandings * '
and technical errors that =
can lead to delays.

Make sure all negotiators
have signed off on the actual language.
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_MY BOSS IS CHAIRING A CONFERENCE®
COMMITTEE... LS
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Key Principals of CC Staffing
v" Know the bill!

v Create backup to explain the bill and the
Conference CS to others.

v" It takes a village - communicate with: the other
Chair’s staff, committee members, Presiding
Officers, Legal, the Secretary/Clerk, records,
teleconferencing, and the Governor’s
Legislative Liaison office, as appropriate.
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